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Laurie J. Sampsel : Music Research: A Handbook  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Music Research: A Handbook: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Good for graduate level music research/bibliography coursesBy J. 
LindbergAfter years of using Vincent Duckle's book, I found it was time for a change for my Intro to Grad Studies in 
Music class, I decided it was time for a change.I find Sampsel's book to be quite good, and ideally suited to my 
needs.She divides the content into 15 chapters, corresponding to the 15 weeks in a semester.She identifies in each 
chapter the sources that every graduate student should be aware of with an asterisk. More specialized items have no 
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asterisk, and can be divided up among the students in the class.She has a number of suggestions about research and 
writing--something that my students desparately need.She includes the electronic and web sources that are missing, for 
the most part, from Duckles.I find the text to be a valuable tool for my students, and would recommend it as a class 
text for any graduate music program.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great text clearly indicating 
appropriate research methods in the field ...By Matthew A. KnechtGreat text clearly indicating appropriate research 
methods in the field of music. Purchased for a Masters level class; the book was very helpful as a guide to our weekly 
assignments.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. standard research guideBy cello87I purchased this for 
my Intro To Graduate Research in Music course. It's organized pretty well and has good browse-ability.

Music Research: A Handbook introduces music students to the major print and electronic research tools available to 
them. Ideal for graduate-level music bibliography and research courses, it can also be used in any undergraduate or 
graduate music course that requires students to engage in library research or to write a research paper. Concise and 
practical, this unique handbook does not aim to provide an exhaustive introduction to the subject; rather, it is highly 
selective and guides students to the most significant English-language research tools and resources, reference titles in 
major areas, and the principal sources in French, German, Italian, and Spanish. The book's first section (Chapters 1-14) 
is organized by type of research tool--for example, encyclopedias, periodical indexes, and discographies. Each chapter 
in this section includes an overview of the tool it covers; an annotated bibliography that describes the tool's purpose, 
scope, strengths, and weaknesses; and an evaluation checklist that encourages students to think critically about the 
tools and materials they discover as they do research. The second section (Chapters 15-16) discusses style manuals and 
various resources for writing about music and citing sources. Methods for evaluating reference and research tools are 
emphasized throughout the book.Music Research: A Handbook is supplemented by a companion website, 
www.oup.com/us/musresearch, which includes supplemental links, updates to available bibliographies and readings by 
chapter, research tools listed by composer, and lists of core music journals and major professional music associations.

"There has been a need for such a book for many years and I'm glad that someone has finally done a good one! This is 
the kind of book that every serious music student should own."--Carl Rahkonen, Indiana University of 
Pennsylvania"The level of detail is perfect in my opinion--comprehensive but not overwhelming. The style of writing 
is appropriate--serious, straightforward, and concise. It's accessible enough for undergraduates and explanatory enough 
for graduate students. I will use it in library instruction and would recommend it highly for bibliography courses."--
Liza Vick, Harvard UniversityAbout the AuthorLaurie Sampsel is Head of the Music Library and Assistant Professor 
at the University of Colorado at Boulder. 


