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H. S. Bennett : English Books and Readers 1603 to 1640: Being a Study in the History of the Book Tradein the
Reigns of James| and Charles| before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and
all praised English Books and Readers 1603 to 1640: Being a Study in the History of the Book Trade in the Reigns of
James | and Charles|:

This third volume of English Books and Readers, first published in 1970, carries the story of the English book trade
down to the eve of the Civil War. The author gives an account of the total output of books and pamphletsin the period,
irrespective of their qualities as literature.

of the hardback: "Though much has been written on these subjects, by bibliographers and others, and though Mr
Bennett is generous in acknowledging the work of others, hisisapeculiarly origina and fruitful achievement because
of the questions he asks and the special knowledge he contributes ... The many long and splendid quotations not only
testify to an enviable range of reading, but also positively advance understanding of the problems discussed. In afield
where scholarly competence and worthy |abours are common enough, this book, itself the product of scholarship and
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hard work, stands out because it is also the product of a civilized mind.' G. R. Elton, The Listener



