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Christopher Hutton, Kingsley Bolton : Dictionary of Cantonese Slang: The Language of Hong Kong Movies, 
Street Gangs and City Life  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised Dictionary of Cantonese Slang: The Language of Hong Kong Movies, Street Gangs and City Life: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Love it! I brought a secondhand but it just ...By 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0824815955


beaglehasmorefunAn out of print book , Love it ! I brought a secondhand but it just looks brand new! Great value.7 of 
8 people found the following review helpful. Nicely written. VERY colloquial (ie a lot of swearing included)By 
chrisThis is the type of cantonese colliquial I was looking for, one that doesn't just include all the usual phrases that are 
just slightly colloquial. This book goes all the way in terms of slang language. A lot of swearing and gangster talk is 
included. When I saw the book cover the first thing that came to mind was the hk movie 'young and dangerous'. 
Although I have to say ever since my mother brought another colloquial book from hk 'common cantonese colloquial 
expressions' I found that if you want the usual colloquial phrases like "ar chi don gum say" (ie pretending teeth to be 
used as gold - I highly take in/treausre every word you say) or "bou yee li" (ie cheating with another woman while 
married) it'll probably be better to get that book. This book is very slang although it does include many of the usual 
everyday phrases. The language in this book is probably not used by a majority of civilised hk people although many 
in hk do swear a lot but I guess they won't use that many variations of harsh expressions. I know this as I was born in 
hk myself and have visited hk once in a while as I live overseas. I myself do swear a lot in canto (although sometimes 
I try not to) so this book was suitable for me. It is good as a read for amusment and englightening to what can be said 
when hk people get pissed or are under pressure.. which is a lot of the time. The yale organisation of the book is very 
useful for those that can't read chinese as it is in alhapbetical order. It also helps you to pronouce the words if you 
figure out how to read with the sounding of the high and low tones. Overall I think that this book was well written and 
it isn't expensive for such a thick book as this I have to say.hk.style17 of 18 people found the following review helpful. 
I am impressed.By TaiBefore you purchase a copy just remember this is a dictionary for CANTONESE slang. 
Cantonese being one of the many Chinese dialogues, obviously not every Chinese speaks Cantonese.So having said 
that, I must inform everyone that Cantonese has the most vivid descriptions and usages of slang of the entire Chinese 
language (yet, being the least awful sounding). How do I know, because I was born in that wonderful city of Hong 
Kong! It's my native tongue, so trust me, we know how to slang in style~~ However, not all Cantonese slangs are 
entirely cruses nor are they offensive, you can use many of them safely in any environment. And this book presents the 
best of them in their original forms, including the usage of each slang and how to apply it within your speech. I am 
amazed by how accurate the dictionary truly is. The definations are all better than I thought they would be (as well as 
its entertaining value)! So if you are ever tired from repeating the same old phrases over and over again, then try 
adding a few Cantonese slangs into your speech to spice things up a little bit.

The publication of this dictionary locates the discussion of its subject, Cantonese slang, within the social, cultural, and 
political dynamics of Hong Kong society. The "slang" of the title refers to a wide range of Hong Kong vernacular 
Cantonese speech styles, notably the language of the underworld (a major source of innovation in late 20th21st century 
speech), of teenagers, and of Hong Kong movies and comics.The volume offers a general introduction to the history of 
"vernacular" and "vulgar" dictionaries, including the lexicography of Cantonese; the sociopolitical and linguistic 
background to Hong Kong; and the specific problems faced by the linguist as urban anthropologist in researching such 
issues. The Dictionary itself offers for the first time a survey of the commonest slang and colloquial phrases used in 
Hong Kong, including taboo language not hitherto found in any dictionary. It is Cantonese-English, arranged 
alphabetically according to a widely-used transcription system.


