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Barbara Ann Kipfer, Robert L. Chapman : Dictionary of American Slang 4e before purchasing it in order to
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Dictionary of American Slang 4e:

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Too much vulgarityBy CustomerAlthough most of the descriptions
are accurate, they should have separated a section for everyday slang. They included sexual and vulgar expressions
which should be separate from ordinary slang. It seemed asif they wanted the reader to be inundated with vulgarity.1
of 1 people found the following review helpful. Not really what | expected.By Reader| heard about this book on a
podcast dedicated to word use and history.l was hoping for more details about the history of the phrases rather than
just definitions of them.Maybe this would be most useful for someone whose primary language is not English for
learning the nuances of some of our whacky idioms.13 of 14 people found the following review helpful. Great Update,
Better Than OriginalBy Ohioanl had a previous edition of this book, maybe twenty years old, and decided that,
because slang evolves rapidly, my reference books should evolve, if not rapidly, at least not slowly. Sometimes when |
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buy anew edition of areference work, I'm disappointed because | sense, in looking through the book, that the update
isn't very substantial. That's not true with this book. It contains many, many new slang words, with lucid explanations
of their origins and areas of usage.l also enjoy the two appendixes, A containing about six single-spaced pages of
words for "drunk” or "intoxicated," and B being a guide to text messaging abbreviations. A very worthwhile book, one
I'm glad | updated.

We all know language changes rapidly, but to follow along requires an historical view. Chapman's Dictionary of
American Slang, Fourth Edition, provides just what is needed to trace the language of today back to its American
roots. And make no mistakethisis a dictionary that is purely American, the place where you can trace the devel opment
of the American language, in it's highly informal format known as"slang." Some would ask: "isn't the language
changing so fast that this book is out of date the day on which it is published?' Although it is true that changes to the
language, particularly slang, happen faster and faster in the electronic age, still there is a place for an authoritative,
recognized work that keeps track of and compiles the language into an historical document, as this dictionary does. It
istrue that language changes very quickly; it isjust as true that today's slang may be forgotten tomorrow. In recording
the changing language, and sorting out what's here to stay from what's coming and quickly going, the Dictionary of
American Slang serves a useful and important purpose.
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